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Message from the Chairman

Season’s Greetings Marines From The Chairman,

The holidays are upon us, and as such, it is time to draw our family 

and friends close and celebrate our many blessings. This year has 

been a long year faced with many challenges; although, nothing 

that Marines haven’t faced sometime throughout their service to 

this Great Nation.  

During this holiday season, it is even more critical than ever that 

we spend time with our families. With recently imposed restrictions 

due to COVID-19, we continue to face challenges in doing so.  I 

implore you not to disregard the holiday and your traditions 

because of these challenges.  We need connection, and we need 

our traditions to continue.  As Marines, we learned to adjust and 

think outside the box when facing obstacles.  Sometimes, the 

entire plan was scrapped and done over.  Other times, we just had 

to make minor adjustments.  Use the same approach this year. 

The Marine Embassy Guard Association sends you best wishes, 

strength, and hope as you make this holiday season meaningful for 

you and your family. From our families to yours, Merry Christmas, 

and Happy New Year!  

Semper Fidelis, 

Bob Lightly

Chairman of the Board, Robert L. Lightly Marine Embassy Guard 
Association (MEGA)

Message from the Board 

We want to take a minute and let you know what has been 

going on with your association. In April 2021, new board 

members will be nominated and elected. David Hale is now 

Chair of the Scholarship Committee and Darrel Skubinna has 

taken over as the Communications Committee Chairman.  

Darrel is working to verify Membership information. We can all 

agree; communication is crucial to our association, which means 

it must be efficient and reliable.  Please update your contact  

information by email at contact@embassymarine.org. Let us 

know the best way and time for getting in touch with you to 

make any changes.  

David Hale is preparing for the 2021 scholarship submissions and Kevin Hermening the 2021 budget. A Bylaws Committee is currently 

updating, reviewing, and making changes and later submitted for your approval. And most anticipated are the efforts to work with  

Military Reunion Planners to secure a contract at the Hilton Alexandria Old Town from September 30, 2021 through October 5, 2021. 

Volunteers need to apply. No prior experience is required to assist as Detachment Page Masters, Communications Committee, and  

Membership Committee. With a little bit of your time and our promise to provide you with the necessary tools, our MEGA Association will 

thrive and grow.  

Semper Fidelis



Thoughts from the  
Marine House 
Listen up, Marines; this is your newsletter. Drop me a line and tell me 

what stories, tales, official reports, etc., you would like to see in your 

newsletter. You have my name and email; come on, get off your butt 

and let me know what’s missing. 

ê ê ê ê  

November 10: Marine Corps Birthday, a time celebrate our history. It’s 

not hard to imagine that more than a few Marines probably celebrate 

their birthdays on the same date. There is, however, a Marine whose 

birthdate is unique. Sgt. Michael Strank was born on November 10, 

1919, in Jarabinia, Slovakia. He was one of six Marines to have raised 

the second flag atop Mount Suribachi on February 23, 1945. He was 

25 years old when he died on March 1, 1945. (Mike’s right hand is the 

only hand of a flag raiser not on the pole.)

ê ê ê ê  

Is it true, no more booze in the Marine House detachments of 

MCESG? If so, I guess there have been issues and gives cause to 

wonder about reasonable alternatives to keep them from closing 

down? By the way, I have none to offer.

I need not go as far back as 1920 Prohibition when there was 

a legal ban on the production, importation, transportation, and 

sale of alcoholic beverages. Boy, did we learn some lessons?  I 

found some contemporary history that bears uncovering. Among 

several pages of a DECLASSIFIED memorandum of agreement 

formalizing understandings between the Department of State and the 

Department of Defense and the Marine Corps — “The Department 

of State will be responsible for providing the following: Minimum 

essential living room and dining room furnishings, kitchen utensils, 

chinaware, stainless-steel table flatware, table linens, glassware 

(excluding cocktail glasses), pillows, cooking stove, and automatic 

refrigerator. Items will be adequate for a reasonable number of guests. 

Furnishings will not be provided for bars, dens, libraries, game rooms, 

and servants’ quarters.”

Before MSG’s got started, there were concerns with Marines sipping 

fine wine and spirits from cocktail glasses. My word, can you imagine, 

no cocktail glasses! Well, I guess it shows how naïve they were. Metal 

or paper cup, from the bottle or can, ice or no ice, straight or mixed, 

Marines will drink, swallow, ingest, imbibe, inhale, tipple booze under 

fire, on land or at sea. To suggest otherwise is to deny the existence 

of the universe. 

ê ê ê ê  

I apologize for the cliché. Things change, yes. And yes, I will shed a 

tear if news of closing MCRD San Diego and Parris Island proves to 

be true. These are foundations beyond folklore. According to Military.

com, recruits will go to a still-to-be named coed facility. And this 

change will be historic, let alone involve millions of dollars. There’s a 

possibility my primitive understanding of government contracts may 

prove to be correct. If so, I believe everything will be above board with 

no financial shenanigans. I also believe in the tooth fairy, pixie dust, 

and leprechauns. 

There’s news also told of male and female 

Marine recruits training side-by-side. Think of 

it, a D.I.—nose-to-nose with a young recruit. Or, 

will it be Women Marine Drill Instructor who will 

go nose-to-nose only with female recruits? Ah, 

now I get it, so help me, God.

ê ê ê ê  

Because of Covid, I often lose track of what day it is, where I’m 

supposed to be, or how to fill in the hours. Most of the time, I’m thinking 

about something like the other day, no wait. The other day I was 

overthinking my life, that’s it, and that meant I was staring into space. 

Why, among all things, I would recall a young 2nd Lieutenant’s words 

before boarding an LCVP I don’t know. We were on the USS Randall 

preparing for a mock landing operation when he said, “All right, Marines, 

you’ll be hitting the beach and when you do it, hit it with exuberance!” 

“Exuberance?” Helmets bobbed up and down, side to side as 

teenage Marines with varying academic backgrounds wondered what 

the hell exuberance was. With shoulders shrugged and eyebrows 

raised in submissive awe, we climbed down the cargo nets, mindful 

of the lieutenant’s command. When the landing craft’s ramp crashed 

down, it opened onto a beautiful shoreline; within sight of us were 

young ladies in skimpy bathing suits waving. Ah, exuberance.

edVasgerdsian,  

Newsletter Editor
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As I Recall…
By Larry Mansfield

I had put in for Montevideo, Uruguay but received orders for Teh-

ran, and that wasn’t going to happen right away. The Marine Corps 

had something else in mind.

Following graduation and with a few other MSGs, I provided addi-

tional security for President L.B. Johnson’s Asian-Pacific visit. The 

first stop was  Canberra, Australia. Nothing memorable happened 

except the President’s car was egged by people protesting the 

Vietnam War. 

Then, on to Bangkok, Thailand. We went directly from the airport to 

the Embassy and briefed on our responsibilities. Here, we were to 

assist in providing security in the Grand Palace and at the universi-

ty where King Bhumibol and President Johnson would speak in an 

outdoor setting. No uniforms, of course, but without civilian cloth-

ing and ordered to blend in with the local crowd, we had to make a 

quick stop to the local U.S. commissary.

Everyone, man, woman, and child, at the public event wore dark 

pants or dresses with a white shirt. We wore tropical shirts, stood 

about a head taller than everyone, and carried walkie-talkies. So 

much for blending in. The only MSG whose name I remember from 

our MSG team was Lloyd Francis, who was heading off to Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, when we parted.            

In 1966 Tehran was a two-year duty station with about a dozen 

watchstanders responsible for three posts besides the Chancery.  

“Top” Sergeant Barry was NCOIC. I remember that I was asked to 

try out the touch football team on the same day I arrived. I played 

tight-end in middle school, so I was up to it. We played against 

teams of young Americans living and working in Tehran. Who they 

were, I never thought to ask. We couldn’t always field the right 

number of players, so our embassy staff filled in. Our detachment 

also helped coach the four 8-man teams at Tehran American 

School. I was an assistant coach for the Phantom team for two 

years and still hold dear the awards they presented me.  

I also recall that in October 1967, a year after I got to Tehran, the 

Coronation of the Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi took 

place. I didn’t know much of the Iranian people’s history and poli-

tics other than Iran was once Persia, an ancient country. My buddy 

Bob Poole and I had the bright idea of taking a history course at 

Tehran University. We attended one class and dropped out. The 

professor’s command of the English language was so much superi-

or to ours that we didn’t understand half of what he said. We were 

just country boys, and besides, there was too much fun to be had.

Fun, like the German girls who were belly dancers at the night 

clubs. Fun at the  British pub in the International Hotel and great 

entertainment at the Hilton Hotel. We had great parties at the 

Marine House, and single American girls were working at the 

Embassy.  

During the winter, there was snow skiing in the mountains. One 

MSG, in particular, loved skiing. Since I’ve never had a desire to 

slap boards on my feet and slide off a mountain, I would swap duty 

with him. That ended when he came home with his leg in a cast.

The 1967 Six-Day Arab-Israeli War was to become a significant 

event for me. Iraq severed diplomatic relations with the United 

States, accusing us of being complicit in Israel’s military conquests. 

Following protocol, the Bagdad MSGs in Iraq lowered the Stars and 

Stripes, drove overland with it to Tehran, and left it in an unlocked 

metal cabinet at the Embassy Security Office. 

In March 1969, my time as an MSG came to an end. As I was 

preparing to leave and go state-side, I remembered the folded 

American flag in the metal cabinet. I was the only Marine in Tehran 

who knew about the flag and its importance. I took it home with 

me, fearing that its historical significance would be lost to indiffer-

ence over a while time. When relations between Washington and 

Bagdad resumed, I contacted the State Department. They were 

interested in having the flag.  

I received a letter in January 1985, thanking me for the concern 

and care given to the flag. And further, it would be presented to 

the new Ambassador and “occupy a place of honor in the re-estab-

lished U.S. Embassy in Baghdad.” Later, I received a call asking if I 

knew the flag, once flown over the American Embassy in Bagdad, 

in 1967 had 48 stars. 

I’m sure that Montevideo’s duty would have been great, but I 

had a wonderful experience in Tehran. I regularly visit Tehran via 

Google Earth and YouTube and enjoy seeing what a beautiful city 

has developed.  I had a wonderful experience in Tehran with a 

great bunch of guys. Writing my story was a pleasant exercise that 

brought back a lot of memories.

Semper FI,

Larry Mansfield

MEGA Regular Member since 11/17/2017

Tehran, IR 11/1966 - 3/1969 

Marine Security Guard  Larry Mansfield receivies Sergeant’s Promotional 

Certificate  from Ambassador Armin H. Meyer.
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 Calling All Marines
The 2021 election for the MEGA Board of Directors is just a few 

months away. I’d like to encourage every member to think about 

running for one of the open positions. It is only through your 

participation that our organization can continue to grow and 

flourish.

In 2021 we will have (3) Director positions opening up. Each will be 

for a three-year term.  More information will be posted in the next 

couple months.

Semper Fidelis, 

Tim Wood 

MEGA Election Chairman

 

 
 

Certificate of Appreciation 
On October 4, 2004, 

after 57 years in 

California, I brought 

my wife and all our 

belongings to Oklahoma 

City so that we may 

watch our new grandson 

grow up. A year later, 

I walked into the 

Oklahoma City Marine 

Recruiting office and 

introduced myself. ”I’m the Token Old Guy, former Marine Sergeant 

Denny Krause at your service.” I asked if I could help in the Poolee 

Program. I didn’t play golf, bowl, or collect stamps. But I had 

something to offer with my Vietnam experience and tour of duty as 

a Marine Security Guard.

A poolee is a young person who wants to enlist in the Marine 

Corps and is willing to spend time getting prepared to meet the 

physical and emotional requirements for Marine Recruit Training.  

Musters are held on the second Saturday of the month and last for 

about four hours. A poolee will not be accepted into Boot Camp 

training unless all prerequisites have been satisfied. 

God, I love my job!

Semper Fi, 

Denny Krause Lifetime Member since 5/1/2000 

Service Dates: 62-68 | MSG Class: 24077 Embassies:  

Paris FR 65-68 

Editor’s Note: Denny’s personal recognition is well-deserved. It 

must also be noted this recognition benefits MEGA’s reunion. It 

is Denny who provides our reunions with Marine Corps decals, 

t-shirts, etc. 
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TA Marine Guard in 
Jerusalem, 1948
By William D. Furey

In 1948 I was Corporal of the Guard on the Main Gate of the 

American Consulate in Jerusalem, Israel. I saw a man walking 

down the left side of Agron Street from King George Ave which 

was a dangerous side of the street. I pointed this out to the ever-

present Jerusalem Police officer, but they weren’t concerned. 

When the man got to our gate he identified himself as a visitor 

from New York and requested to see the Consulate Officer. I was 

advised to have him escorted to the office. When he returned from 

the Consulate office he thanked me and then asked how safe 

the area was? I advised him that it safe to walk on the left side of 

the street only and not use the right side because he would be in 

vision of the Arab sniper from the Old City Wall.

I watched as he walked up the left side Agron St passing  the 10’ 

high wall surrounding the Convent, which also housed our US 

Navy Radio Shack. When he passed the Convent there was a 4’ 

rock wall on his left, which was also in front of several unoccupied 

homes. He dropped to his knees, and crawled 30-40 yards 

shielded by stonewall. Every day of the duty at the US Consulate in 

Jerusalem brought a new adventure and story to remember.

Semper Fi, 

MEGA LM 516

“On June 28, 1948 Consul General John MacDonald, successor 

to T.C. Wasson who had been killed by a sniper during the 

previous month, requested that a detachment of twenty Marines 

commanded by a Marine officer be sent to Jerusalem at once. A 

quick inspection had convinced MacDonald that civilian guards 

upon whose vigilance his life and those of his staff depend were 

not equal to the situation. The American consulate, isolated in a 

war-torn country, would be far safer if guarded by Marines.” (Marine 

Corps memo 16 Jul 1957)

Editor’s Note: A platoon of Marines from the fleet was initially 

dispatched to Jerusalem; Bill Furey was part of the second 

platoon deployed in Jerusalem at the American consulate as 

armed bodyguards. By 1949 there would be 40 MSGs replacing 

all Marine guards. We often forget our own MSG origins. It is with 

sincere regret we were unable offer our readers William D. Furey’s 

historical submission prior to his passing on September 3, 2020. 



The Marine Embassy Guard Association wishes to extend heartfelt 

sympathy to the loved ones and friends of our fallen comrades. 

Note: In an effort to avoid erroneous listings, the Marine Embassy Guard 

Association will only announce deaths that have been reported by 

fellow members, family members, in the Marine Corps “Semper Fidelis” 

newsletter for Retired Marines (where applicable)  

or publicly accessible obituaries.

Paul R. ROBINSON
1941 - 2020
Staff Sergeant | Life Member
Kabul AF: 60-61, Ankara TR: 61-63
USMC: 58-67

Charles W. MOSEMAN
1938 - 2020
Sergeant | Regular Member
Singapore SG: 58-60
USMC: 55-60

William D. FUREY
1930 - 2020
Sergeant | Life Member
Jerusalem IL: 48-49
USMC: 47-54

Daniel F. WARD
1934 - 2020
Sergeant | Life Member
London GB: 53-56
USMC: 51-56

Mary MAY
1933 - 2019
Associate Life Member

TAPS
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MSG Bogota Cookie Lady 
By Danny Baker

I was posted to the U.S. Embassy in Bogota, Colombia, from 

December 1984 – May 1986. It goes without saying, MSG’s meet 

interesting people. For me, there was one person hard to forget. 

Officially Barbara (Bobbie) Keith was an embassy administrative 

assistant. Informally, she was the Cookie Lady with a more than 

unusual background.

For the Marines, her desk was a must stop where she kept a bag 

of home-made cookies. She was an excellent baker, and late-

night snacks were always in order.  However, it was her tour of 

duty during the Vietnam War that allowed her to relate to us on a 

personal level.

In Vietnam, the G.I.’s knew her as  Bobbie the Weather Girl.

From 1967 to 1969, she kept service members informed on weath-

er conditions in Vietnam and of stateside. She had a different 

approach to announcing the weather, but it was entertaining none-

the-less. On occasion, she wore a bikini on air during her broad-

cast and had the temperatures written on her body.

You can find more 

information on this 

wonderful lady at HIS-

TORYNET or https://

www.historynet.com/

interview-with-bob-

bie-keith-the-weather-

girl.htm.

My time serving as 

a Marine Security 

Guard was one of my 

most rewarding life experiences. I look back at that time with fond 

memories; Cookie Lady was only one of them.

I served on active duty for 20 years and retired as a Gunnery 

Sergeant. I live in Honolulu, Hawaii work for the Navy at Naval 

Submarine Support Command, providing logistical support for 

all the homeported submarines operating in our area. One of the 

Chiefs gave me a cover embroidered with “ The Best Marine Is  

A Submarine.”

Semper Fi, 

Danny Baker 

ê ê ê ê



Scholarship Committee Report

First of all, I am honored to represent MEGA as your Scholarship Committee Chairman. The members of our committee are Joe 

Mitchell, Greg Hill, Bill Allen, and Stephen Hardesty. Thank you, Virgil Johnson, for your work as the past Committee Chairman; you 

and the committee did an outstanding job. I want our members to know that donations to the scholarship fund are always welcome 

throughout the year. This coming year, applicants for our scholarship fund are due to the committee two weeks before our annual 

reunion, which is scheduled for September 30, 2021 to October 5, 2021. Please see the Scholarship Committee link on our webpage for 

information on how to apply. Thank you again for your confidence in me and our committee members to represent the MEGA. Have a 

Merry Christmas and Semper Fidelis!

David Hale: Lifetime Member since 1/1/1999

Service Dates: 76-87 | MSG Class: 7/1/1979 Embassies: San Salvador SV 79-80 | Guatemala City GT 80-81 

  

Membership Report

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Aboard to our newest members since the last 

newsletter!

LIFE MEMBERS
Lawrence J. CONDON | 1stSgt | Budapest HU 80-82, Istanbul TR 

82-83 | USMC: 68-88 | Member Since 2020

ASSOCIATE LIFE MEMBERS
Joe WHITCRAFT | MSG Bn Personnel | Creator of MSG Bn Logo

REGULAR MEMBERS
David F. BARRAGAN | SgtMaj | Lima PE 85, Dhahran SA 85-86, 

Athens, GR 86-87 | USMC: 82-07 | Member Since 2020

Thomas G MEDINA | Sgt | Abidjan CI 73-74, Ankara TR 74-75 | 

USMC: 71-82 | Member Since 2020

Mark D. CAMPESE | MGySgt | Dakar SN 78-80, Geneva CH 80-81 | 

USMC: 75-06 | Member Since 2020

Casey N. CROWFOOT | 1stSgt | Istanbul TR 81-82, Kuala Lumpur 

MY 82-83, Jakarta ID 86-87, Saint George’s GD 87-88, Singapore 

SG 88-90 | USMC: 78-98 | Member Since 2020

Christopher L MORLEY | GySgt | Nassau BS 96-97, New Delhi IN 

97-99 | USMC: 83-03 | Member Since 2020

MEMBERSHIP UPGRADES
The following members upgraded to Life Membership 

since the last newsletter:

NEW CHARTER LIFE MEMBERS
Steve BRACK | Sgt | Riyadh SA 86-88, Seoul KR 88, Caracas 

VE 88-89  | USMC: 84-89 | Member Since 1997

Eric T. HOWE | CWO2 | Panama City PA 89-91, Belgrade YU 

91-92, Santiago CL 92-93 | USMC: 87-07 |  

Member Since 1998

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Kevin C. LANE | GySgt | Moscow RU 85-86, Helsinki FL 86-87 

| USMC: 79-91 | Member Since 2009

Gregory A. GODWIN | SSgt | Karachi PK 77-78, Tel Aviv IL  

78-79, Jerusalem IL 79 | USMC: 74-80 | Member Since 1998

James A. FISHER | Cpl | Vienna AT, Maputo MZ, Baku AJ | 

USMC: Unknown | Member Since 2017 
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To Contribute New Media to our website or newsletter: Go to https://embassymarine.org/contribute/  

to submit photos, documents (PDF or Microsoft Word) and videos. The following filetypes are authorized:  

pdf, doc, docx, xls, xlsx, png, jpg, jpeg, bmp, gif, mp4.

Please provide descriptions for photos as applicable. Be sure to reference the respective filename for each description.  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Vincent O. DOWNES | MCESG Executive Liaison and Ship’s Store

Timothy [ Tim ] J. WOOD | Elections

Kevin [ KJ ] CARLEO | Webmaster, Membership, Historical Archives  

David HALE | Scholarship

Darrel L. SKUBINNA | Communications

SERVICE AND SUPPORT

Thomas A. BUTLER | Legal Advisor

Juan ROCHA | Chaplain

Ed VASGERDSIAN | Newsletter

NEED TO PAY MEMBERSHIP DUES?
You can pay your membership dues via PayPal or Check.  

Visit https://embassymarine.org/dues-payment/ for more information.

Annual dues for Regular Members is $30.00 for 1 year and  
$75.00 for 3 years (save $15.00).  

Please check your account on the website to confirm your due date.

Questions?  
Contact Kevin [ KJ ] Carleo, our Membership Chairman at  

membership@embassymarine.org  
or use the contact form available on the website.

For those members that would prefer to pay by mail, please make your check for  
$30.00 for one year (or $75.00 for 3 years - a savings of 35.00 over 3 Years) payable to MEGA and mail to:  

 
Kevin Hermening, MEGA Treasurer

P.O. Box 6226
Wausau, WI
54402-6226

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert [ Bob ] L. LIGHTY | Chairman | 2022

Kevin [ KJ ] J. CARLEO | Vice Chairman | 2021

William [ Bill ] J. STANSON | Secretary | 2023

Paul [ Doc ] W. DOOLITTLE | Director | 2021   

David M. HALE | Director | 2021  

Kevin J. HERMENING | Treasurer/Director | 2022

Steven I. MAXWELL | Director | 2022

Charles [ Chuck ] NORRIS | 2021

Fred SAMARELLI | Director | 2022  

Darrel L. SKUBINNA | Director | 2023

Timothy [ Tim ] J. WOOD | Director | 2023


