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Message from the Chairman

The holidays are behind us, 
winter and Spring is around the 

corner. Like you, I’m looking forward 
to a renewal, a fresh perspective, 
and reconnecting with old and new 
friends. 

I’m pleased to announce that we 
are planning a MEGA 2021 Annual 
Reunion for September 30, 2021, 
through October 3, 2021, at the 
Hilton Hotel in Old Town Alexandria, 
VA. We will be updating the MEGA 
website with Reunion information 
as we have it. Our event will be an 

excellent opportunity to get to know each other at a deeper level, 
hear heart-warming stories, eat great food, visit historical sites, and 
find ways to get more involved in our organization. 

A new feature: Anyone who has specific questions typically 
asked during the General Meeting please consider emailing 
those questions to contact@embassymarine.org. We will either 
answer them before the meeting or ensure that the meeting 
agenda will cover those topics. Additionally, the 2021 Founders 
Award will be awarded at the Reunion. This award acknowledges 
outstanding and selfless service to the Association. Please submit 
your nomination no later than March 15, 2021 through the MEGA 
website or by contacting the Board of Directors.

Communication is essential to an active organization. I am mindful 
of our inability to schedule a 2020 Reunion; the downtime has 
allowed us to do a little housekeeping. We are involved in a 
critical membership update program. As you may have personally 
noted, a postcard mailing asked members to update their contact 
information for the MEGA news and other information. The early 
results of the mailing have been encouraging. I have received 
phone calls from members who have been unable to connect 
through the website or don’t have email. It was interesting to hear 
the stories of their Marine history and current situations. What 
struck me the most, though, was how important they viewed this 
updating project. They were appreciative of the opportunity to 
speak to a person who shared similar interests. So, while the 
task started as a logistical way to update contact information, it 
confirmed how important it is to connect with you, our members. 
We will ensure that every member who finds difficulty dealing with 
computer/cell phone issues receives the MEGA News and other 
mailings every quarter. Where necessary, we will also provide 
those who desire to use the website with assistance and help 
mitigate any problems. We want to make it as easy as possible for 
our members to connect with us. I enjoyed these conversations so 
much that I promised to follow up by phone with some. 

We are looking forward to reconnecting with each of you this 
season. We are always open to ideas and feedback on how we can 
help our members. 

Semper Fidelis, 
Bob Lighty 
Chairman of the Board

Robert L. Lightly, MEGA 
Chairman of the Board
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Thoughts from the  
Marine House 
By Ed Vasgerdsian, Newsletter Editor

What do you think Robert (Big Bob) Kienietz had in mind when he 
was processing for an association of former Embassy Guards? It was 
1997 when he finally put it together. The Korean war ended in 1953, 
Vietnam ended in 1973, and as time passed, we had thoughts of our 
future in the construction of interstate highways, addressing civil 
rights issues, and watching “Honey I Shrunk The Kids” on TV. How 
Bob came up with the concept of an organization of former Embassy 
Guards, I don’t know. I found the MEGA website surfing my way 
through a Law Enforcement PC while trying to keep from screaming 
aloud at being trained for a secretarial job. 

I knew Bob but never asked how he came up with the idea. He 
would be proud to know far we’ve come as an organization. His 
earliest concerns were of our acceptance in the eyes of the then 
Battalion Headquarters, Hendersen Hall. After a few informal 
meetings, we were seen as a sane lot and worthy of approval. We’ve 
stayed relevant, and a lot has transpired, including Iran, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. We’ve shifted our reunions from one coast to the other to 
accommodate travel concerns and tried to provide an atmosphere of 
comradeship for members. In all, I believe MEGA has performed well, 
and yes, Big Bob would smile and say Semper Fi. 

ê ê ê ê 

I left Cairo in 1959 and went back in 1998. I shouldn’t have been 
surprised to see that the American Embassy’s stately chancellery built 
in 1929 as a private residence had been transformed into a high-rise 
fortress surrounded by steel plates and a 20-foot-high wall built to 
withstand bomb blasts.

What were once quaint structures symbolizing diplomatic relations 
are now diplomatic strongholds. William Schmidt, a New York 
Times journalist, said it best, “The United States has been forced to 
abandon the gracious villas and mansions where it had maintained its 
diplomatic legations and replace them with modern buildings, wired 
for computer cables and high-speed electronics……” So be it; the 
world we live in today

Have you had the ambition or desire to visit the embassy where you 
once served? Have you stayed in communication with your former 
MSGs or State Department folks? Maybe it’s time to book that flight.

 

Marine House Distractions
By Ralph Pierce

Before my MSG experience, I completed a tour in the I Corps area of 
Danang, South Vietnam. As a former Marine Security Guard Nicosia, 
Cyprus (‘68-’69) and Jerusalem Palestine (‘69-’71), I am proud to say 
I was part of the best-kept secret in the Marine Corps. It was a great 
honor to be among those with whom I have served. 

Nicosia was a dream after the primitive conditions of Southeast 
Asia. Under the leadership of NCOIC GySgt Otto W. Haversat, our 
detachment of 16 Marines was large enough to support two volleyball 
teams and have a buddy or two to go on liberty with. It almost sounds 
un-Marine-like to admit after so many years, but we also employed 
three full-time maids. 

Our Marine House’s key feature was a lazy boy recliner and a massive 
fireplace on the main floor in front of which we conducted our 
detachment meetings.

First-class all the way, one would have to agree! 

On Friday evenings, we hosted 
the TGIF (Thank God It’s Friday) 
cocktail hour. Our well-stocked and 
furnished bar, for some reason, 
was called the “Boom-Boom 
Room” ….maybe because some of 
our MSG’s were artillerymen? 

On one occasion, we invited some Turkish ladies to our Friday night 
Marine House for cocktails. Tattooed and somewhat coarse, they 
were not likely to be written about in letters to our folks back home. 

Also invited as guests were the usual female and male embassy staff 
and officers; Harvard and Princeton types whose spouses considered 
themselves, I guess refined is the word. They, too, were not likely to 
be written about to our folks back home. Whether it was our well-
stocked bar or the Marines’ social nature, indignation and shock soon 
gave. It took a few weeks to recover our usual near capacity Friday 
evening crowds. Actually, embassy personnel was always quite 
tolerant of our many of ….’er....escapades and pranks, which were 
quickly forgiven and fully expected to occur again. It is with great 
relish and fond memories that I remember my tour as an MSG.

Editor’s Note: GySgt Otto W. Haversat CLM MEGA Deceased  
7-27-2012
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Reunion 2021 —  
Save The Date
The Marine Embassy Guard Association Board of Directors is 
proud to announce that our 2021 Annual Reunion will be held 
at the Hilton Hotel, Old Town, Virginia, from September 30th to 
October 3rd, 2021.  

On the Potomac River within eyesight of Washington, D.C., 
Alexandria, VA is nationally recognized for its rich history and 
beautifully preserved 18th- and 19th-century architecture.  
Alexandria is just minutes away from D. C’s celebrated symbols of 
patriotism, monuments to the past, and aspirations for the future. 

The hotel is located 
on King Street and 
across from the Metro 
Station, providing easy 
links to Washington 
D.C. and Reagan 
National Airport. The 
free King Street Trolley 
stops on the hotel’s 
doorstep, and rental bikes are available to help you explore the 
neighborhood. 

Although the full itinerary is not complete, be sure to stay tuned  
for updates. It will be a fun-filled weekend of sightseeing, 
fellowship, friendship, and esprit de corps.

Scholarship Committee
By David Hale, Scholarship Chairman

Announcing the 2021 MEGA Scholarship 
Applications

The Marine Embassy Guard Association (MEGA) 
has an established scholarship fund that benefits 
former and active Marine Security Guards’ 
children and grandchildren. Financial support 
for the scholarship fund is from individuals and 
corporations, and members who participate in our 
auction event during the MEGA annual convention.

The MEGA Scholarship selection committee carefully reviews the 
applicants’ scholarship applications and selects the most deserving 
recipients. The scholarship application is available at www.
embassymarine.org.

The deadline for applications this year is May 31, 2021.

Ship’s Store Report
By Vincent Downes

Thanks to all MEGA members and our Henderson Hall graduates 
from F Co. HQBN HQMC for their continued support.  The store 
continues to stock various items that range from Wind shirts, 
Sweatshirts, Polo shirts, Covers, Patches, etc. The Marshall Hall 
brick project was a huge success and a labor of love on my part to 
provide a small memento to our graduates. 

As I prepare for the upcoming reunion in September, I am looking 
for input from our members regarding what products they would 
like to see stocked in the store. 

As noted in my MEGA-MCESG REPORT, we have an invitation to 
visit the reunion’s MCESG schoolhouse. 

I am currently working with Quantico MCESG Ship’s store 
personnel to have MCESG items available for purchase. 

GySgt Charles J. Wolf (USMC Ret), aka Gunny Wolf of 
SemperToons, has created pencil sketch renderings of Henderson 
Hall and will be available during the reunion.  

It seems that the customized MSG Tour Plaque has made a 
resurgence and selling like hotcakes. Jack McGarry has done 
an outstanding job of updating/revising the plaques. They now 
contain the MSG ribbon and a Meritorious Unit Citation ribbon for 
those who served on the program during various dates. 

I look forward to hearing from our members and trying and 
accommodating their ideas to stock the store with the items they 
have requested. To view the store products and to include the 
MSG Tour Plaque, please visit https://embassymarine.org.
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Secretary Report
By Bill Stanson

We heard you, and we  
have acted upon it. Thank 
you for your cooperation.

Finding members whom  
we have lost contact with 
due to email, relocation, 
etc., has been of concern. 
The decision to mail a postal card to every current member has 
been a success.  

The process of correcting member’s contact information continues.  
MEGA’s Board of Directors is determined to elicit ideas and 
suggestions, resulting in a more vital organization and allowing 
MEGA to flourish. 

A Little Help If You Please 
By Robert Lightly 

MEGA is trying to find the below-listed members. Anyone having 
any information can reach me by phone at 717-433-1105 or email at 
robert.lighty2@gmail.com.

Craig W. Fairbanks Mbr# 58

Keith D. Brownmiller Mbr# 1128

Raymond D. Jones Mbr# 1142

Roland D. Sherman Mbr#1012

Robert A. Lynn Mbr# 703

Mark A. Conrad Mbr# 1565

Jerry E. Greenwood Mbr# 1660

CO Goodman Mbr# 140

James W. Jimerson Mbr# 539

Timothy T. Parrish Jr Mbr# 1926

Edward F. Manning Mbr# 267

James K. Riekena Mbr# 40

Glenn M. Browne Mbr# 1483

Dennis E. Henderson Mbr# 1340

Thomas Ward Mbr# 368

John L. Krause Mbr# 532

Richard V. Keller Mbr# 392

MEGA-MCESG Report
By Vince Downes,  
MEGA-MCESG Liaison

Marine Embassy Guard 
Association- Marine 
Corps Embassy Executive 
Command Staff (MEGA-
MCESG) maintains a solid 
professional relationship.

By invitation from MCESG, 
I, along with other MEGA 
members, have attended, 
Change of Command 
Ceremony, Post & Relief 
Ceremony, the Marine 
Corps Ball, Student 
Graduations, Marine Corps 
Marathon, and the Post 1 
Marshall Hall Brick Project.

With a stipulation regarding 
Covid limitations, MCESG 
Executive Director Mr. Frank 
Baker plans to extended an invitation to all 2021 reunion attendees 
for a tour of MCESG’s new schoolhouse and a comprehensive 
briefing of the MSG program. This state-of-the-art training facility 
is capable of training all students in real-world security threats 
and incidents. Included will be a view of Marines’ current security 
equipment and hopefully interact with the Marine Security 
Augmentation Unit (MSAU).

 Provided Covid-19 restrictions are no longer applicable; we 
will have lunch with the students. Currently, there is a “Bubble 
environment,” which does not allow them to interact outside of the 
current class members. 

MCESG looks towards MEGA for historical content including 
photos and personal knowledge from our members. I look forward 
to building a more “Esprit de Corps” between our two entities, and 
seeing you all at the schoolhouse during the reunion.

Vincent Downes MEGA Liaison (left) and 
MCESG Executive Director  
Mr. Frank Baker
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Near-Death  
and the Bogeyman            
By Kent Scott

I’d just logged off the internet where I’d been studying fear and 
phobias. I knew one thing for sure, as an 85-year man, I wasn’t 
going to pursue the subject further. I had no need to be a Doctor of 
something I couldn’t pronounce. I figured I was already educated 
beyond my level of intelligence. The exposure to this subject 
matter did motivate me to write a short story about my experiences 
as an MSG in Kabul, Afghanistan. I served there from January 1, 
1958, until late in May 1959. 

I had the dubious honor of being the first American in known history 
who had a malaria attack in Afghanistan. Our medical facility was 
a three-bed dispensary run by a Danish nurse. We had no doctor. I 
had temperatures that sometimes rose as high as 106 degrees—my 
arms and legs would be freezing—the rest of me would be burning 
up, alternating with cold chills tormenting my body.  

In July of 1958, I thought my immortality had come to an end...my 
death was a possibility. I’m not sure I had any fear of death. I was 
too sick to care, and much of the time delirious. In my delirium, I 
thought I heard the banshees wailing...and didn’t that mean death 
was soon to follow?

I think I was given aspirin and fluids. The nurse gave me cold 
sponge baths to drive my temperature down. I don’t remember 
what I ate. If I ate anything, it wasn’t much. Before I became ill, I 
weighed a hard-muscled 195 pounds. When I ended treatment, I 
was a puny 150.

After two weeks of care by the Danish nurse, the Air Force came 
to my rescue flying in a young Air Force doctor from Wiesbaden, 
Germany. He stayed with me for two weeks. I was his only patient. 
He gave me a relatively new drug and told me I’d probably 
never have a reoccurrence of malaria. The drug was called 
Hydroxychloroquine and I haven’t had a malaria attack in 62 years.

Anyway, by January 31, 1959, I regained enough strength to get 
back on duty and reassume my guard schedule routine. I was 
on the midnight watch without Gehr, my German shepherd. Gehr 
wasn’t trained to be a guard dog, but she was protective of me and 
any territory I occupied. She’d growl and raise hell if someone or 
something was out of place. Our NCOIC found this out one-night 
when the SOB tried sneaking up on me to see if I was sleeping 
on duty. I had to get Gehr under control as she was about to take 
a big chunk out of his more than ample behind. However, on this 
night, I left her in my room because she wasn’t feeling well. She 
was expecting a litter of pups anytime.

It was cold with a foot of snow on the ground; the embassy 
compound’s night sounds felt particularly weird and unfriendly. It was 
like the Cold War between the Soviet Union, and the United States 

had suddenly materialized 
into something personal. 
Waiting somewhere was a 
Bogeyman, a Russian KGB 
agent on a covert mission 
hiding somewhere...ready 
to use his well-honed throat 
cutter! Maybe it was real, and 
perhaps it was imagined, but 
there really were Soviet KGB 
agents around. What I didn’t 
know was, I would meet up 
with one.

It was on a visit to the  
International Club. I was 
sitting at the bar in my dark 
blue suit with a starched 
sparkling white dress shirt. 
I wore a stylishly decorated 
powder blue necktie 
tied with a perfect Windsor knot. The tie, and the handkerchief 
peeking out of my left breast pocket, were a pluperfect match. I 
felt sophisticated and suave while I sipped on scotch and water. 
Our State Department instructors’ reminders in MSG School said 
we needed to be responsible drinkers, a redundant theme. Back 
home in the Missouri Ozarks, I drank Waddler Barnes’ moonshine 
whiskey once—my only hard liquor drinking experience. 

Two bar stools down from me sat a short but powerful-looking 
man. He had coal-black stubble on his face matching his sloven 
attire. His wrinkled drab-colored suit hung on him like a saddle 
on a sow. A tasteless necktie over-decorated with old food stains 
hung around his thick bulk of a neck. A crumpled hat that didn’t 
match any color he wore was held up by a pair of ears that looked 
like they belonged to Nikita Khrushchev. 

He turned to me and said in a gruff voice with a smirk, “Hey, 
Marine! You hear about Sputnik?!” I was taken aback. I asked 
myself, how in the world did the Russian know I was a Marine? We 
wore civilian clothes on and off duty. I raised my glass slightly and 
replied with the only thing I could think to say with a degree of 
sarcasm, “Your German scientists are to be highly commended.” 

His face turned red, and he stared daggers at me. I thought I had 
just started World War III. He turned back to the bar and tossed 
back what I thought was a double shot of Vodka, and stared at 
me again. I was ready for him. I thought I could take him. But, you 
never know who can do what to whom. I must confess I was really 
relieved when he swiveled on his barstool chair and stomped out 
of the room.

Marine Sergeant Johnny Moore, who had been sitting at one of 
the tables talking to an embassy secretary, came over and said, “I 
see you met Igor, the Terrible. Don’t talk to him if you don’t have to. 
He’s KGB.”



TAPS

A Tribute to  
Louis A. Chatelle  
April 1935 – Febuary 2021

Charter Life Member Former Marine Security Guards who stood  watch with Lou Chatelle in 
Seoul during ‘57-’59 or Tokyo in ‘59-’60 will recall him as the original “Party Animal.” His friendly 

nature and outgoing personality continued through the years. Many of us recall Lou’s antics bringing 
laughter and fun to the “Marine House” during our annual MEGA Reunions. 

Lou’s passing on February 22, 2021, comes as a jolt to his many friends in MEGA and, of course, 
brings sadness to his wife of 60 years, Mary. Lou is now in a better place, guarding Heaven’s Gate, 
with his fellow watch standers. We shall miss Lou’s engaging company, wit, and smile.

Semper Fidelis! 
Karen Crompton Stanson 
Associate Life Member

The Marine Embassy Guard Association wishes to extend heartfelt 
sympathy to the loved ones and friends of our fallen comrades. 

Note: In an effort to avoid erroneous listings, the Marine Embassy Guard 
Association will only announce deaths that have been reported by 
fellow members, family members, in the Marine Corps “Semper Fidelis” 
newsletter for Retired Marines (where applicable)  
or publicly accessible obituaries.

Louis A. CHATELLE
1935 – 2021
Charter Life Member
Seoul KR: 57-59, Tokyo JP: 59-60
USMC: 55-75

Zane EVERETTE
???? – 2021
Capt. [ O-3E ] | Charter Life 
Member
Moscow RU: 61-63, Paris FR: 63, 
London GB: 63, Lisbon PT: 63-64
USMC:48-70

James P. QUINN
1936 – 2020
Regular Member
Seoul KR: 57-58, Manila PI: 58-60
USMC: 54-60

Gerald J. BOLICK
1934 – 2020
Life Member
Bonn DE: 54-55, Budapest HU: 
55-57
USMC: 53-86
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Treasurer’s Report
MEGA continues to be in great financial shape, with substantive 
balances in both the General Account and the Scholarship Fund.  
Attached is the current Balance Sheet, as of December 31, 2020.

Some important work being done in conjunction with some other 
Board members and Committee leaders:

• Ensuring the IRS records reflect compliance with all filings;
• Having the IRS issue a ruling on the 501(c)(3) status of the 

Scholarship Fund;
• Working to create an investment plan to be better stewards 

of the Scholarship Fund assets; and,
• Working to incorporate a formal plan to track Ships Store 

inventory along with costs and sales proceeds.

It has been an honor to have worked as the MEGA Treasurer for 
the past decade.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kevin Hermening Treasurer/Director

Membership Report
Welcome Aboard to our newest members since the last 
newsletter!

REGULAR MEMBERS
Jeffrey S. MYERS | Sgt | Ankara TR 76-77, East Berlin DE 77-78 | 
USMC: 75-78 | Member Since 2021

Joseph E. TORRES | Sgt | Bangkok TH, Nairobi KE | USMC: 86-98 
| Member Since 2021

Fred A. BLAZ JR. | Sgt | Dharan NP 12-13, Canberra AU 13-14, 
Pristina XK 14-15  | USMC: 09-15 | Member Since 2021

Frank D. WOLVERTON | Sgt | Jeddah SA 78-79, Nassau BH 79-81 
| USMC: 75-81 | Member Since 2021

Keith E. MURRAY | Sgt | Lagos NG 85-86, Bern CH 86-87 |  
USMC: 83-87 | Member Since 2021

Andrew TRIPPEL | Sgt | Amman JO 87-88, Tel Aviv IL 88-89,  
Tunis TN 89-91 | USMC: 85-91 | Member Since 2021
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS

William B. [ Brock ] NEWELL | SSgt | Yerevan AM  
01-02, Tirana AL 02-03, Vienna, AT 03-04 | USMC: 98-04 

Member Since 2021 

John T. STUTZMAN | TSgt | Jeddah SA 78-79,  
Copenhagen DK 79-81 | USMC: 76-91   

Member Since 2002

Robert K. VERGARA | Sgt | Budapest HU 82-83, 
Frankfurt DE 83-84 | USMC: 79-93   

Member Since 2008

Cliff A. HENSMAN | Sgt | Ankara TR | USMC: 67-73   
Member Since 2012 
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TA Marine Guard in 
Jerusalem, 1948
By William D. Furey

In 1948 I was Corporal of the Guard on the Main Gate of the 
American Consulate in Jerusalem, Israel. I saw a man walking 
down the left side of Agron Street from King George Ave which 
was a dangerous side of the street. I pointed this out to the ever-
present Jerusalem Police officer, but they weren’t concerned. 
When the man got to our gate he identified himself as a visitor 
from New York and requested to see the Consulate Officer. I was 
advised to have him escorted to the office. When he returned from 
the Consulate office he thanked me and then asked how safe 
the area was? I advised him that it safe to walk on the left side of 
the street only and not use the right side because he would be in 
vision of the Arab sniper from the Old City Wall.

I watched as he walked up the left side Agron St passing the 10’ 
high wall surrounding the Convent, which also housed our US 
Navy Radio Shack. When he passed the Convent there was a 4’ 
rock wall on his left, which was also in front of several unoccupied 
homes. He dropped to his knees, and crawled 30-40 yards 
shielded by stonewall. Every day of the duty at the US Consulate in 
Jerusalem brought a new adventure and story to remember.

Semper Fi, 
MEGA LM 516

“On June 28, 1948 Consul General John MacDonald, successor to 
T.C. Wasson who had been killed by a snipe 

 
 

To Contribute New Media to our website or newsletter: Go to https://embassymarine.org/contribute/  
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NEED TO PAY MEMBERSHIP DUES?
You can pay your membership dues via PayPal or Check.  

Visit https://embassymarine.org/dues-payment/ for more information.

Annual dues for Regular Members is $30.00 for 1 year and  
$75.00 for 3 years (save $15.00).  

Please check your account on the website to confirm your due date.

Questions?  
Contact Kevin [ KJ ] Carleo, our Membership Chairman at  

membership@embassymarine.org  
or use the contact form available on the website.

For those members that would prefer to pay by mail, please make your check for  
$30.00 for one year (or $75.00 for 3 years — a savings of 35.00 over 3 Years) payable to MEGA and mail to:  
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