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Message from the Chairman

I was elected to the position of Chairman of the Board of the Marine Embassy Guard Association 
(MEGA) on April 23 during an organizational meeting where we introduced the newly elected 

members of the Board of Directors (BOD). Please join me in welcoming SSgt JJ DeLeon as 
Treasurer, GySgt Aric Lonchar as a Director, and Jeremy Langford, USMC ret., as a Director.

I am honored to accept the Chairman’s position and all of the responsibilities that come with it, 
and I would like to thank my fellow board members for placing their trust and confidence in me. 
Over the next year, we are looking forward to building and enhancing our association to better 
serve our members.

As you know, it takes a team to get the job done. Our greatest need as an organization — is 
volunteers. 

One cannot deny the importance of MEGA’s reunion. And without question, a successful reunion is based upon the efforts 
of our members. MEGA Director Tony Frasco has volunteered to Chair the 2023 Reunion in San Diego, slated for the April/
May timeframe. Who’s on board with him?

We are also working on increasing membership, optimizing membership administration, improving our member 
communications, maintaining our website, launching a new Ship’s Store, growing our historical archives, and more.

All efforts have the best interest of our members in mind, and I am asking all of you who read this message to please 
contact me if you would like to step forward to assist us on any of these initiatives. You can reach me by email at chairman@
embassymarine.org or by phone at (561) 308-3177.

Thank you for your membership and support of MEGA.

Semper Fidelis, 
John Burke 
Chairman of the Board
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John Burke

Got Something to Sell?
Advertisement space is now available in MEGA Newsletter.  
A quarter-page for $25.00 per edition and a half-page for  

$50.00 per edition. Payable to the MEGA Scholarship Fund. 
All transactions are between seller and buyer. Please take a photo of 

what you have, describe it in a few words, and put a price on it.
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Thoughts from the Marine House
By Ed Vasgerdsian

Changes, changes, and more changes. There are 

changes that will have a direct impact on our 

institutions, laws, and personal views; is there anything 

above reproach? I don’t know what Oorah means; an 

awkward term exchanged for the Latin Expression Semper 

Fidelis. As noted in a previous newsletter; Women Marines, 

or just Marines, turban head covers, integrated Boot Camp, 

etc. 

Tear down statues, change street names, don’t teach this or 

that to our school children, do away with this, do away with 

that.  Don’t smile, don’t frown, don’t, don’t and don’t. 
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Black Socks Now A Go With Cammies — says the Marine 

Corps Times. Well, that’s a relief! I’m waiting for Argyles 

to get approved. And Marines will be authorized to grow 

the “bulk of their hair” three inches long. I say, WOW! 

And ombre nail polish in the combat utility uniform will be 

allowed. We should not assume this change was gender 

specific. According to the Marine Corps, these and other 

changes are an effort to “positively impact diversity, equity, 

and inclusion. Another WOW, Huzzah, or is it Balderdash?

I’m guessing Marines of previous generations went through 

the same mind-boggling self-chastising dilemma as when 

bayonet instruction was written up in a 4/6 Infantry Drill 

manual circa 1911and hairstyles in the 40’s went from Tony’s 

Barbershop style to a high-wide and tight in the 60’s. 

Havoc and hell must have played out for Marines of those 

generations. 
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As reported by Dave Seminara, a former American diplomat, 

in the May 3 edition of the Wall Street Journal, even the 

Department of State has opened a new horizon for change. 

Remember the men and women working as American 

diplomats at our embassies, who sometimes smiled and 

said good morning or those with whom you shared a meal 

or perhaps married? 

There was a time when to become a diplomat, one had to 

pass a rigorous written test and oral interview. Not anymore. 

Starting in June, tin order to create a more inclusive hiring 

process, the State Department will no longer be a pass/fail 

score. So, you fail the exam but may still be hired. Nothing 

has been said of one’s background investigation involving 

criminal convictions, but it’s still early.

Career diplomats have condemned the move— “against 

both the letter and spirit of many commitments to its public 

servants. These unilateral changes risk being excessively 

subjective and subject to partisan influence.” 

How changes may translate into a positive outcome is 

beyond my lifetime of endurance.



2022 Marine Embassy Guard Association  
Scholarship Recipients

By John Burke

The Marine Embassy Guard Association (MEGA) is pleased 
to announce the four finalists of MEGA’s annual scholarship 
program. One recipient will receive the first annual George 
Lampman scholarship in the amount of $2,000, while the 
other three recipients will receive a $500 scholarship. 

The four 2022 scholarship recipients out of five applicants 
are: 

• Nina Samarelli, Marymount University | George 
Lampman Scholarship, $2,000

• Liam Raney, Susquehanna University | MEGA 
Scholarship, $500

• Riley Schaudel, University of Texas in Tyler | MEGA 
Scholarship, $500

• Mckenah Morris, Marshall University | MEGA 
Scholarship, $500

All applicants were graded in the following six categories: 
Application Packet, Academic Achievement, Extracurricular 
Activities, Community Involvement, Leadership Activities, 
and Financial Hardship. All four recipients excelled in all 
these areas. 

“The MEGA scholarship provides an opportunity for people 
to earn an education and gives them more time to focus on 
their studies, said David Hale, MEGA Director, Chaplain, and 
Scholarship Committee Chairman. “The Lampman family 
provided the First Annual George Lampman Scholarship 
in honor of their father and one of the first Embassy 
watchstanders who went out on the Marine Security Guard 
program in 1948. We thank them for providing the funding to 
help our applicants pursue their dreams.” 

To be eligible for a MEGA scholarship, applicants must be 
a child or grandchild of a former or active Marine Security 
Guard. The scholarship committee carefully reviews all 
applications and selects the most deserving recipients 
based on academic achievement, extracurricular activities, 
community involvement/volunteerism, leadership activities, 
and financial need.

For questions and more information about MEGA’s 
Scholarship Program, please contact David.Hale@
embassymarine.org.
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Treasurer’s Report

By MCESG Liasion Vince Downes

As MEGA’s newly elected treasurer, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support. I am working to 
continue the work done by my predecessor, Kevin Harmening, in advancing the financial stability of our organization 

and fulfilling the vision of our membership and officers. 

Some of the projects I am working on are as follows:

Moving our funds into a national bank

Moving our P.O Box

Create an investment plan for our scholarship fund.

MEGA’s current balance sheet as of June 28, 2022. 

MEGA General Fund

Balance Sheet

June 28, 2022

   Assets   

     Checking Acct. – Incredible Bank $   56,257.78

     PayPal Acct.  1,677.32

Total Assets $   57,935.10

Scholarship Fund

Assets

     Checking Acct. – Incredible Bank $   40,052.26 

 $   40,052.26

  

  

I look forward to serving our community.

Juan Jose Deleon, Treasurer

June 28, 2022
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Immersion Training (IIT)
By Ed Vasgerdsian

Last May, I attended the 2022 San Diego G.I. Film 
Festival. The week-long event was part of the Screen 

Actor/American Federation of Television and Radio Artists 
celebration of films for, by, and about our military and their 
allies. 

Finding something to do in the SoCal area is not a problem. 
Beautiful beaches, San Diego Zoo, baseball, Disneyland, 
and more. Camp Pendleton is about a 40-minute drive 
from San Diego. Our group was invited by Marine Corps 
Public Affairs to tour the Infantry Immersion Trainer (IIT). 
A preemptive thanks to Major Tyler Lewis, 1st Lieutenant 
Jeremy Cerf, and former Marine Robert “Bert” Thielen, IIT 
Site Manager.

Try to envision what training is available for young soldiers 
adapting to a milieu that doesn’t look like hometown in 
America, or a vacation packet in Europe. Immersion Trainer 
(IIT) is designed for the unexpected to occur from within 
the environs few have experienced. Are there bad guys in 
the village? What awaits a Marine entering a house, what is 
hidden?

Infantry Immersion Trainer (IIT) 

• A training facility for “hands on” practical application 
of tactical skills and decision making in an immersive, 
scenario-based training environment.

• Launched in November 2007

• Transformed a former tomato packing plant on Marine 
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., into a state-of-the-art 
Infantry Immersion Trainer (IIT) prototype

• Non-Live Fire MOUT training complex consisting of an 
indoor training complex (the original prototype IIT known 
as Phase I) and an outdoor complex (known as Phase II).

• Phase I indoor site - a 27,515 square foot mock village 
consisting of a 143-foot building facade with 33 rooms, 

12 market stalls, 8 localized smell generators, 6 sound 
zones, and 8 rooms that are AVATAR capable.

• Phase II outdoor site - a 120,000 square foot mock 
village consisting of 76 structures and 3,020 feet of 
roads and paths. The site includes 239 rooms, 25 
localized smell generators, 6 sound zones, 230 video 
cameras, and 29 rooms that are AVATAR capable.

• IIT provides culturally realistic, reactive, dynamic, 
synthetic entities to prepare warfighters for a range 
of possible scenarios (to include interactions with 
squad members, higher headquarters, adjacent units, 
supporting arms, civilians, and opposing forces).

• The environment is configured to allow up to platoon 
size units to conduct foot, mobile, and limited motorized 
patrols up to and through the training complex.

• Marines utilizing the trainer emerge with a heightened 
ability to recognize threats and make split-second 
decisions in dynamic scenarios before deploying to face 
real combat.

• The sights, sounds, and smells of combat are reproduced 
in exacting detail

• Trainees use their regular tactical equipment, but 
weapons are modified to shoot special effects small arms 
marking system (SESAMS) rounds, which are similar in 
concept to paintball rounds. Trainees and role players 
use paintball masks for added protection. As the trainees 
move from room to room, they may encounter live role 
players or virtual characters. Occasionally, pyrotechnics 
are used to increase realism.

• Operations may be conducted during both day and night.

photos on next page
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Photos by Ed Vasgerdsian



Chief Warrant Officer George Lampman

Regular Member #1758 Member since 1/1/2016

Service Dates: 45-67 | MSG Class: 48or49 Embassies: 
Seoul KR 49-51 |

DECEASED 6/20/2021

On April 28, 2022, Chaplain David Hale, Fred Samarelli, 
three Marines from MCESG, Quantico, and I, attended 
the funeral service of MEGA member/ CWO (Ret) George 
Chapman. His wife Lee, Sook-Ei, and many families and 
friends were also in attendance. The service was conducted 
at Arlington National Cemetery, including full military honors.

CWO Lampman joined MEGA in 2016 and has attended 
several MEGA reunions. I first met W.O. Lampman at one of 
the reunions in San Antonio, Tx. I struck up a conversation 
and was surprised that he lived close to me in Virginia. I had 
the pleasure of visiting with CWO Lampman on numerous 
occasions and was in awe to hear the oral history of one 
of the first Marines to attend MSG school. CWO Lampman 
enjoyed sharing his stories as much as I wanted to listen to 
them. 

MEGA had the honor to recognize CWO Lampman in San 
Antonio as he was presented with an American flag that 
flew over the United States Embassy in Seoul, Korea. He 
was well known within the MCESG community and had been 
invited to many events at the schoolhouse. 

The Lampman family was very appreciative of the support 
that MEGA has shown the family and forging a professional 
and personal relationship. CWO Lampman’s daughter 
Margaret was overwhelmed that the current Command 
would send active-duty Marines in full Dress Blues to pay 
their respect.  

In June of 1950, Sergeant George V. Lampman, USMC, was 
a Marine Security Guard (MSG) Detachment member at 
the newly established U.S. Embassy in Seoul, Korea. The 
detachment numbered 20 Marines in all.

George was at the U.S. Embassy when, on June 25, 1950, 
North Korean forces crossed the 38th Parallel and invaded 
South Korea. CWO Lampman was a proud member of 

the Marine Embassy Guard Association and enjoyed the 
company as he once stated, “A room full of Jarheads” His 
daughter had mentioned that he had given up the will to 
live after his wife’s passing. Still, joining our ranks gave him 
a sense of purpose and most likely added a few more years 
to his life. I can attest that speaking with him on several 
occasions, when he said of his time on the program, the 
spark in his eyes shined bright. On behalf of MEGA and 
the entire MSG program, thank him for his service to God’s 
Country and Corps. 

Semper Fi and Godspeed,

Vincent Downes
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Rear left to right SSgt Matthew Bragg, GySgt Stephen Dosch
Front lleft to right: MEGA representatives Fed Samarelli, Vincent Downes, and David 
Hale. MCESG GySgt Eduardo Benavides



MEGA NEWSLETTER

To Contribute New Media to our website or newsletter: Go to https://embassymarine.org/contribute/ to submit photos, 

documents (PDF or Microsoft Word) and videos. The following file types are authorized:  

pdf, doc, docx, xls, xlsx, png, jpg, jpeg, bmp, gif, mp4.

Please provide descriptions for photos as applicable. Be sure to reference the respective filename for each description.  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

David HALE | Chaplain
Tim WOOD | Election

Kevin CARLEO | Webmaster, Membership, Historical Archives  
Tony FRASCO | Reunion 2023  

MCESG Executive Liaison and Ship’s Store
Fred SAMARELLI | Technology

Steve MAXWELL | Communications
Ed VASGERDSIAN | Newsletter

Tom BUTLER | Legal Advisor

NEED TO PAY MEMBERSHIP DUES?
You can pay your membership dues via PayPal or Check.  

Visit https://embassymarine.org/dues-payment/ for more information.

Annual dues for Regular Members is $30.00 for 1 year and  
$75.00 for 3 years (save $15.00).  

Please check your account on the website to confirm your due date.

Questions?  
Contact Kevin [ KJ ] Carleo, our Membership Chairman at  

membership@embassymarine.org  
or use the contact form available on the website.

For those members that would prefer to pay by mail, please make your check for  
$30.00 for one year (or $75.00 for 3 years — a savings of 35.00 over 3 Years) payable to MEGA and mail to:  

 
Kevin Hermening, MEGA Treasurer

P.O. Box 6226
Wausau, WI  54402-6226

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John BURKE | Chairman 
Steve MAXWELL | Vice-Chairman

Bill STANSON | Secretary*
SSgt JJ DELEON  | Treasurer* 

Doc DOOLITTLE | Director    
David HALE | Director   

Anthony (Tony) Frasco | Director 
Tim WOOD | Director 

Kevin CARLEO | Director
GYSGT Aric LONCHAR | Director

Jeremy LANGFORD | Director
 

* * MEGA’s Secretary & Treasurer are elected separately from other BOD members; they also serve as the only standing “Officers” of the 
organization, in accordance with MEGA’s Bylaws. .  


